Cancer of the colon and rectum in Louisiana.
Cancer of the colon and rectum ranks fourth for incidence and second for mortality among Louisiana residents. Incidence rates calculated from Louisiana Tumor Registry data for 1991-95 show that whites in Louisiana were diagnosed with colon cancer at approximately the same rates as those in the National Cancer Institute's Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER) program, but rates for African Americans were significantly lower in Louisiana than nationally. For rectal cancer, Louisiana incidence rates approximate the national rates for all but African-American males, whose rate was significantly lower. Mortality rates for colon and rectal cancer in Louisiana were comparable to the SEER rates, suggesting Louisiana blacks, once diagnosed, have a poorer survival than their national counterparts. Risk factors for colorectal cancer and guidelines for screening are discussed, as is an upcoming study of patient care for colon cancer.